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The Stratford-upon-Avon Canal Society

The objects of the Society are fo promote the fullest use,
maintenance and improvement of all Inland Waterways of
Great Britain, and in particular the Stratford upon Avon Canal

Welcome to our meetings
Stratford upon Avon Canal Society meetings are held on the
3rd Thursday of the month from October to April

Our meetings are held
at Amies Tearoom, Birmingham Road,
Mappleborough Green, Studley, B80 7DF
Join us at 12 noon for a meal
with the meeting to follow at 2.30p.m.

There is ample parking. Admission to our meetings is £1 which
includes a raffle ticket. Non members and guests are welcome.

Membership rates are still a minimum of only £10 a year
for any number of members living at the same address.
For membership go to our web site www.stratfordcanalsociety.org.uk
and download a membership form and bankers order.
Members details are held in strict accordance with the General Data Protection Act

For more information about the Society and it's activities visit
www.siratfordcanalsociety.org.uk

The Committee and Society may not agree with the opinions expressed
in this Newsletter; we encourage the publication as a matter of interest.
Nothing printed herein can be consfrued as policy or an official
announcement unless it is sc stated. The Society and Committee accept
no liability whafsoever for any matter in the Newsletter.

Date for final contributions for the Spring issue 407 is

Cover Photo: Those were the days!

Wanted. Cover photos for the Summer Edition, please.

Small Ads, for sale or wanted, are welcome. Send details to Clive Henderson.
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2024 SonACS Programme of Events

April 17th

Annual General Meeting
To be held at

Amies Tearoom, Birmingham Road,
Mappleborough Green, Studley, B80 7DF

Join us at 12 noon for a meal
with the AGM to follow at 2.30 pm
Followed by a talk by Dusty

Unless otherwise stated, there is a £1 admission charge
to SonACS meeting which includes a raffle ticket

BCNS Meetings at Titfford Pumphouse, Oldbury. 7-30pm.
For full details of BCNS events visit www . bcnsociety.com

WB&DCS Meeting at Meeting room, Alvechurch Boating Centre,
Scarfield Wharf, 7-45pm.,
For information visit whbdcs.org.uk

IWA Warwickshire Meetings @t The Sports Connection, Ryton-on-Dunsmore,
7-20pm. Bar open 7-00pm
Visit www.waterways.org.uk for local IWA activities

Workparties  Towpath Taskforce
Stratford-  2nd Thursday, April - September 10am-3pm

Lapworth- 3rd Saturday each month 10am-3pm
Contact Steve on steve@3mph.co.uk

Please check with relevant societies web sites for their latest updates
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Chairman's Letter

& he new season is on its way and many of you
‘will be thinking about planning trips for the
summer. In the last few days we have had a good
ling of Spring. Let's hope we can look forward

\ a good summer this year.

‘) The BCNS have planned some more Explorer trips
around the lesser used parts of their canal. These
are always good and give you a chance to look
‘at some of the heritage of the BCN. You do this in
‘good company and it is a bit of an adventure with
safety in numbers.

The Richard Parry announcement that he is moving on from chairing the
CRT is now out. He fook on the job to set up CRT as a Charity 12 years
ago. Many of us including me thought, and sfill do, this was an unrealistic
aim. Qur canals are not like the National Trust where people pay to visit so
how can it work without funding? | noticed his job vacancy advert which
bills the job as the most “exciting opportunity in the charity sector”. Is it
“exciting"” or even in the “Charity Sector"2

| see CRT were asked to publish a Climate Adaption Report by the
Government which they have done. Their report defines 6 areas where
the canals can support society in climate change. The “water fransfer
and flood mitigation and relief” is the one where | can see the canals
playing a major part. We do need to have some climate plans and
maybe there is an important funded role for CRT. We only need a few
more named storms to persuade the Government. However | don't hold
out any hope as the DEFRA minister in the Lords said "The government is
not responsible for CRT and does provide an annual grant that helps the
Trust to deliver its Charitable objectives”. Enough said.

The Southern Stratford at Wilmcote Top lock has been closed for a few
weeks now. | took a stroll down to the Top lock No40, to see how they
were gefting on. More information on this later in the newsletter. It is
expected to be closed till the end of May.

Get planning those trips and maybe also write them up for the
Newsletter.

The outcome of the Government’s Spending Review is due to be
announced in June. In the cumrent climate | don’t think we should expect
anything new. FBW have planned a flotilla which is scheduled to arrive at
the Palace of Westminster on 7 May.

The FBW campaign cruise for 2025 will be starting in late March and
progressing to Cavalcade and the Palace of Westminster. 69-0;64, Aap
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Editors Ramblings

here looks to be some changes at CRT with
Richard Parry's decision to stand down in the
post as CEO after twelve years. I'm afraid any
of our members that fancied the position will
be disappointed as the application period
expired in mid February.
| fear for the future of our waterways. Can we
really say that they are in any better state
than before being handed to a Charitable
Truste Certain aspects are, others not so.
Will the new man, or woman, at the top be from a waterways
background? | very much doubt it. There will probably be, (as invariably
happens), a new broom that wishes fo make his/her/their, mark on the
system?e A new logo perhaps, new regions creating new areas of
operation, more new levels of management filled by young graduates
with some obscure qudlification in media studies but with no working
experience and certainly not of running a waterway. We all know that
to have time with a charity is impressive cn the CV.
One thing that the present administration has achieved is to bring
awareness of canals to the public as an valuable amenity. This should
have brought in money from the many Councils through which our
waterways run. But with so many local authorities either on the point of
bankruptcy or worse still, in debt, the hoped for funding is no longer
forthcoming as is not the money from Europe. With DEFRA's swingeing
cuts to the budget, yes, | fear for the future of our waterways.

Doty @D

In the News

he Stratford Herald of 27th February reports on,
“Unigue insight into how locks work" the article
continues with “More than 800 visitors were given unique
insight intfo a major eight-week restoration project at Hatton Locks at a
recent three day open event." CRT showcased the £300,000 project
which replaced two pairs of lock gates, allowing visitors to go down
into the drained lock to see the work up close.
Henriette Breukelaar of CRT, said “Lock gates are replace every 25
years, so being able to take people into the drained lock is a unigue
opportunity that we we really pleased to facilitate. @




Richard Parry, Chief Executive to stand Down
M Canal 5

We're announcing the decision by Richard Parry
Chief Executive to stand down from his role as
= = RiverTrust chief executive this summer after serving 12
=r years in the post.
A recruitment process for our next chief
executive will get underway shortly.




Richard joined us in 2013, a year after our creation, and has led us through our
critical formative years to become an established and well-supported national
charity.

It has been an honour

Richard comments: “It has been an honour to lead the Trust through such a
key period, working to build a sustainable future for our historic canal network,
increasing the number of people benefiting from it and wider appreciation of its
value to the nation. | have loved working with such committed colleagues and
a rising number of amazing volunteers who together deliver the ongoing care
that the 250-year-old canal infrastructure demands — and making so many
friends amongst those who use our canals and share our passion for them..
After 12 years it is the right time for me to hand over to a new chief executive
to lead the Trust on the next stage of its journey, alongside our Chair, David
Orr CBE who took up his post two years ago. My departure this summer will fit
into a cycle of succession, so that David and the new chief executive can look
to the longer-term future, including strengthening the Trust's partners with
Government with over four years of the current parliamentary term to run.
“There is a huge amount of work for the Trust to do over the coming months
and | will be focusing all my efforts on delivering our priorities until | hand over
later this summer.

A fantastic contribution

David Orr comments: “Richard has made a fantastic contribution, establishing
the Trust as a much-admired national charity. He has led the organisation
through many challenges and chalked up many achievements over the past
12 years. He has been dedicated to the national treasure that is our canal
network, venturing across the country to be a visible, engaging leader.

“We face many more challenges in the years ahead, and the Board and | will
be looking to recruit a successor of the calibre needed to follow on from
Richard, to take the Trust forward on the next phase in our journey, to grasp
the wonderful opportunities we have to use our canals to support many of our
national priorities and improve the lives of millions of people.”

Whether you think CRT has done a good job or not, whether you think funds
have been spent wisely or at times, less so, there can be no denying that it has
been grossly under funded and in desperate need of huge investment. It would
seem to me that on reflection it was a great mistake to rid a National asset to a
“charity”. Times have changed. We no longer have European money. The
country apparently has a black hole of £20bn (although we can manage fo
fund overseas wars). Would it now time to campaign for our
VWL s aterways fo be put back into Nationalised control? Ed.

FUND BRITAIN'S We wish Richard well in his future undertakings whether it be
WATERWAYS in business or refirement.



Colin P Witter
Supporter of the Stratford upon Avon Canal

W Brenda Ward
hen | joined this Society several years ago | thought | had better find
out a bit about the Stratford Canal and its history so | sent away for a
couple of books. We had cruised the Stratford
Canal and were aware of the difference between
the Northern &amp; Southern sections and knew
that the canal from Lapworth to Stratford was the
subject of a great restoration project so | thought
“Save the Stratford Canal” by Guy Johnson was
a must buy. | dipped in and out of it over the
years but it wasn't until a few weeks ago that |
noticed some papers inside the back cover. |

In 1958 the Stratford Canal Society were more than a little
concerned abouf the future of the Southern Section of the canal and so
sent out the following plea with a form to show how you could
"Help to save this important asset”.

Colin's copy of the notice for help from the Society
showing his notes. Colin was obviously concerned
as he filled in the form and in January 1961 he sent
the following letter to the Secretary of the Society:-
“Dear Sir, From time to time in the past | have
supported your appeals for the good work you
have been doing on the Stratford on Avon Canal. |
would like this year to have the opportunity of
bringing a light cabin cruiser down for a tour of
inspection.

Would you care to send any recent publications or
circulars on your progress and an indication of the
present navigation. Yours fruly.” Michael Fox, who

@
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was secretary at the time, very enthusiastically responded immediately
with the information requested.

I ~ | The letterreads:  1st February 1961 Dear Mr

~ | Witter, Thank you for your letter of the 31st. | am
sure that your boat will be welcome when you
are able to come, although it is unlikely that
: more than half a mile will be navigable by then.
.. . —  Howeverif your boat is light enough to be

T carried round the locks you should be able to
e SR reach Wilmcote, 10 miles and 19 locks from
L | pworth.

I am sure that you will have had all our important

e publications, as | always send them to those who
bk o AR have made donations as well as to members.
el - | will see that you have further useful information

. within the next month. Yours sincerely Michael

e .

Many of you will kncwﬁﬁ’é Colin P Witter lock on the River Avon, the first
one just along from Bancroft Basin out onto the river. Originally named
the Stratford New Lock when restored in 1972 by David Hutchings,
volunteers and a gang from Gloucester Jail. “This lock, because of its
unusual depth and the unstable nature of the ground (silt pit) was the
most difficult to build, which accounts for the unusual girders used fo
stabilise the structure. The land on which the lock is positioned on an
island, donated by the Royal Shakespeare Company. This lock was such
a great challenge when it was constructed by Hutchings' usual method
of steel piling retained by anchors as when the gates were being fitted
the lock walls began to collapse only to be saved (according to an
article by David Bolton in Waterways World July 1990) by prisoners who
found telegraph poles to hold the walls up until they could be pushed
back by 50 ton hydraulic jacks and steel struts were inserted. It was then
that the steel frame was constructed to a storm of protests by the local
council. One prominent lady councillor asked "Have you seen Mr
Hutchings' abominable erection in the recreation ground?” It was
claimed that the struts, about 7ft above ground level obscured the view
of the church tower of 200ft high! Although planning permission was not
required David Hutchings asked the advice of the Borough Engineer
and the advice given would mean extra work &amp; Hutchings did not
want it so it stayed as it was. Then 1986 when the Witter Family made
their donation and it enabled the floor of the lock to be raised there was
no longer a need for all the struts. It was decided to remove some and
this led to an outcry of "Hands off our arches”! so they remained.



The lock was renamed the “Colin P Witter Lock" in 1986 after his death. |
wondered why and who was Colin P Witter so a bit of research was
needed.

| was able to communicate with Colin's son Rodney and he said “"Our
Father, Colin, was always most intferested in the Inland Waterways and
supported the various reclamation projects where he could. In
particular he was a great admirer of David HuTchmgs who resuscitated
the Avon navigation. -

Our family was glad to fund this
modification as a memorial to Colin who
had died in 1986 and it was kindly then
named the Colin P Witter Lock. It is sad
that the unsightly ring frame of girders
(necessary in the soft ground for the
original lock) is still retained despite the
modest depth of the modified lock.”

Job Hutchings said "He didn't need
planning permission tut local councillors
objected very strongly. Once Dad had
done the work of modifying the lock he
intended to take the arches down. He was

told by the council that he could not as Re-opening of Simfnrd Hew Lock
they were now an accepted feature. This ereciion of nofice By David
example of illogicality is cne of the many Hui:hings (leffhandél helpers in 1972

reasons Pad hated the tfown and borough phofo: Oxford-Herald.
council.

The Witter Family
celebrating the
official naming of
the Colin P Witter
Lock after
contributing in
memory of Colin,
towards the cost of
rebuilding the lock.
Eileen, Colin's widow
& David Hutchings
pictured on the right.
Photo credit Job
Hutchings

“COLIN P. WITTER
-

THE WITTER FAMILY (SEPT.1986)




Colin Preston Witter 1909 - 1986

The following is an excerpt from Colin's obituary:-

“Colin was born in 1909 and was the second son of Preston Hammond
Witter, a Liverpool cofton broker and his wife, Lydia Cope Constable.
The family lived on Dee Banks and it was here that Colin formed a life-
long love for the River Dee resulting in him living his life on the riverside,
He was educated af Ellesmere College and the Manchester College of
Technology where he gained his qualifications in Mechanical
engineering.

Colin Witter's entire working life was spent in Chester- starting as an
engineering apprentice on the shop floor with B Dixon-Bate Ltd and
progressing through the sales department to the posifion of sales
director. In 1950 he set up in business on his own account fo specialise
in the design and later the production of trailer fowing brackets for cars.
The early years were a struggle with the company working from Slade's
cottages located on the site of the present pefrol station in Grosvenor
Park road. (2025, now the Forge hotel)

His activities in the trailer world led to his being a founder member of the
National Caravan Council - the frade body of the caravan industry - on
which he served for many years.

During the war Colin Witter was keenly active with the Cheshire division



of the Auxiliary Fire Service and became Divisional Training Officer.

His involvement with the river continued all his life. In 1957 he was one of
the founder members of the Chester Sailing and Canoeing club, was ifs
second commaodore and was instrumental in guiding the club in its
formative years to its present position as a sound combine base for two
different types of river user.

Colin was always involved with activities on the river and helped out
with the organisafion of a number of regattas and river carnivals.

His major love was dinghy sailing. both on the river at Chesier and
particularly at the Annual Menai Straits Regatta where he competed for
many years- and finally won the gruelling Deganwy to Beaumaris race
at the age of 65. He was involved in the establishment of the Wineglass
racing dinghy in the early 1960s and raced this class for many years -
achieving the fitle of National champion in 1968."

While dealing with everything in his life Colin still found time to become
involved with the Stratford Canal as the letter | found suggests.

There is more to follow about the Witter family next time and their
involvement with the Stratford upon Avon Canal, all because |
unknowingly bought the book “Save the Stratford Canal” written by Guy
Johnson that had originally been owned by Colin Preston Witter!

UPPER AVON NAVIGATION TRUST
—e

THE IMPROVEMENT OF (MIS LOCK IN 1GB0 WAS GREATLY ASSISTED
BY THE FAMIL

Y F

COLIN PRESTON WITTER or CHESTER
(1909 - 1086)

WHO WAS MUCH . NTERESTED /N THE RESTORATION OF HL
NLAND WATERWAYS AND ENJOYED MANY 4APPY YOURS ON THeM




Electric good. Diesel bad. Really?

Alasdair Lawrance
here has been much talk recently about the transition of boats on

the inland waterways from diesel engines to electric motors.

Perhaps it's a good moment to step back and apply some serious
appraisal of the pros and cons of the argument.

There's little comparison to be made between narrowboat use and car
use. There are far fewer boats than cars, and boats, with notable
exceptions, are not used to travel relatively short return distances every
day. Vehicles sit in city traffic jams with engines running, even on
motorways at times. In practice, many boats often move for only a few
days in the year. A boat that travels more than 60 - 100 days a year is
probably unusual, although CRT figures don't record that. A significant
number of engines are run solely to charge batteries and heat water.
And boats don't usually form traffic jams.

It's probably sensible to go electric on a new build boat, but that
requires, as with cars, a reasonable number and location of re-
charging stations, and that is problematic considenng the relative
remateness of parts of the network. Remote boatyards may need a
substantial upgrade of the supply (thicker cabling and/or 3-phase
supply) to be useful for more than one craft at a time. As with any
engine, a boat may need a tow to a boatyard with the right facilities in
the event of a serious problem.

A 'Hybrid' installation is sometimes offered, which does rather make the
claim of environmentally friendly a bit suspect, plug-in hybrid being
better option in the lack of a comprehensive network of charging
stations. Converting the existing fleet is possible, but expensive, and
almost never takes in to account the loss of embedded energy of the
existing installation.

Many diesel engines, treated properly, are exceedingly unstressed in a
modern narrowboat, rarely going above 2,000 rom for any length of
time, and last a very long time when treated properly - regularly
serviced, injectors and timing checked pericdically. Narrowboats
usually do not take combustion air from outside, and combined with
overheating in the engine bay because of no heat exiraction, oxygen
depleted air causes inefficient combustion, leading to poor longevity of
the engine - the unburnt fuel dilutes the engine oil, making it less
effective. And so the engine wears more quickly.

Considering their usage they can, and do, last a very long fime - the
historic boats are testament to that fact. While there is a growing
market in electrifying cars, it costs 'think of a number' money - a firm

a»



based at Silverstone [Lunaz) has 'slots available’ from £350,000 for
classic car conversions. Apart from the rarity value and virtue-signalling,
it's difficult to see the reasoning for the genuine old car enthusiast,
whose raison d'étre is usually mechanical preservation of the past, as
well as an appreciation of coachwork.

In narrowboats, the requirements for a conversion seem straightforward
- large electric motors need water (skin tank) cooling and room for a
large capacity lithium battery pack and charger in addition to the
existing (normally 12v system), which also needs charging, as well as the
ability to heat water. Real costs are difficult to come by, but as an
example, the Lynch 'Red Snapper’ motor costs £8,750 +VAT, not
including the Battery Pack, solar panels or installation.

Conversion of the Inland fleet is maybe not as worthwhile or urgent as
some would have us believe, and the confribution it currently makes to
atmospheric CO2 is perhaps not substantial, compared with road and
rail traffic. Diesel exhaust particulates are, of course, a different, and

solvable, problem. Dl adins @

On 30t November 1914 an electric fug commenced operation to tow
boats through Harecastle Tunnel on the Trent and Mersey Canal. It was
a steel boat powered by two fifteen horsepower motors driving
winches which pulled the craft along a wire rope fastened to each
end of the tunnel. A second boat carried about one hundred batteries
to provide the power. A generating stafion af the end of the tunnel
charged the batteries while the other boat was working. In the twenties
an overhead wire fixed to the rocf made the battery boat unnecessary
The towing charge was éd (2'2p) per boat. The service remained in
operafion unfil 1954. This information is from “The Trent and Mersey
Canal" by Jean Lindsay published 1979 by David and Charles.

JCB, the plant manufacturing company has produced a hydrogen
powered engine which is being tfested at their Derbyshire Factory. This
engine at the present powers a generator and a back loader. It uses
current ICE technology but without the pollution of fossil fuels,- just
water emits from the exhaust. Ed.
Right: The JCB
hydrogen engine
m!r i
Left: London Transport
used overhead cables
to power their Trams
and Trolley buses until
the late 50's
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The Stratford upon Avon Canal Society
Annual General Meeting

will be held at

Amies Restaurant
Birmingham Road, Mappleborough Green
Studley B80 7DF

On Thursday 17t April
At 2.30 pm

Agenda
1 Apologies for absence
2 Minutes of the 2024 meeting
3 Matters arising
4 Chair's Report
S5 Treasurer's Report
6 Membership & Subscriptions
7 Election of Officers & Committee
8 Election of Hon. Auditor
9 Any other Business
10 Presentation of the Pinder Plague



Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 18 April 2024

The 67th AGM of the Stratford on Avon Canal Society was held at
Amies Restaurant, Les Topham Garden Cenitre, Birmingham Road,
Mappleborough Green, Studley on 18th April 2024. It was cpened at
2.15pm by chairman, John Philps (JP).

1. Apclogies for absence had been received from: John & Rachel
Brookes, John Glock, Ken & Julie Hamnet, Richard and Jane Hoskin,
David Stevens, Brian & Brenda Ward.

2. Minutes of the 2023 AGM had been published in Newsletters 399/402
and a few copies were circulated prior to the meeting. After an
amendment to correct the spelling of the surname Sanders (from
Saunders) in Item 1, they were accepted and approved without a
vote.

3. Mafter Arising. None.

4. Chairman's Report. John Philps reported that the Society had
enjoyed a good year with a successful coach trip to Bradley. We'd had
good monthly talks at the changed time of lunchtime instead of
evenings. Unfortunately the allccated space af the new venue of the
Red Lion at Earlswood had no door to separate it from the rest of the
pub and it was finally let down by poar service. As far as he could tell,
initial reaction to this first meeting at *Amies"” appeared favourable but
the committee will consider other options for the next season. However,
he noted the choice is limited as most pubs no longer have rooms. He
complimented the editor of the newsletters which goes out to
members. He reminded everyone that a limited number of back copies
can be viewed on the website and that contributions to future editions
are always welcome from members, JP drew atfention to the 2024
Stratford River Festival which is set to return on the 5-7 July
https://stratforduponavonbid.co.uk/stratford-river-festival/

The event organised by LSD Promotions, is expected to be of smaller-
scale compared to previous festivals. The society has been
approached for help, in particular at the barge lock, assisting boats on
to the river for which some revenue has been offered. The Evesham
Festival takes place on the following weekend.

5. Treasurer's Report. Hannah Lawrance was thanked for auditing the
accounts. These had been circulated in draft form in newsletter 402 It
was noted that the Society remained solvent in spite of a postage

as



increase of 40p/person/year. Print costs had also risen. The
acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Helen Henderson,
seconded by Bob Scott and approved by the meeting.

4. Membership & Subscriptions. Althcugh not reported at the meeting,
the Society has: 7 honorary life members - Arthur Beeston, Pete
Chamberlain, Tony Hales, Job Hutchings, John Pinder, Colin Scrivener,
David Stevens. 16 paid-up life memberships 66 annual memberships It
was proposed that annual subscriptions remain at £10 and life
membership at £120 for the next 12 months. This was approved.

7. Election of Officers and Committee. The existing committee
members indicated their wilingness to stand for a further year. All were
appointed to the committee unopposed. *SB has indicated he will
stand down from the committee at the 2025 AGM. AL has indicated he
will no longer act as Programme Secretary after the 2025 AGM.
Volunteers from the wider membership will be needed next year for
committee roles, please don't hesitate, simply contact any committee
member.

8. Election of Hon. Auditor. Hannah Lawrance offered to continue and
was duly elected by the meeting.

9. Any Other Business. There was some discussion about the problems
facing clubs and societies such as SonACS. It seems hard to attract a
younger generation. Many, with little money, get into boating as
somewhere to live/work rather than having an interest in canals. More
active groups such as those restoring canals succeed better. The age
demographic of SonACS members is increasing so there seems to be
an inevitability that physical work has given way tc lunchtime talks and
visits. AL proposed the lunchtime format be kept and that if the right
place is found (perhaps Amies?), its proximity to the canal was
unimportant.

10. Presentation of the Pinder Plagque. The Pinder Plagque was presented
to life member, Steve Hayes for his active contribution to the Society
during his first year on the committee.

The meeting ended at 3pm with thanks to all for attending.
A presentation by Mick Jeffs about the SonACS website followed.

Steve Burt (secretary) - 2 May 2024



South Stratford Closure at lock 40.
Wilmcote Flight. Top Lock Philps

The issue is with the bottom lock gate. The wall on the tow path side has been
gradually falling in resulting in the gate getting stuck. The solution up to now has
been to shave a bit of the breast post to get it fo close. However this has now
reached the point where the quoin post is at a good angle and the gate is now
very difficult to close. Not only is the gate nc longer holding any water but it is
getting very dangerous to operate.

The plan is to remove the lock gate and as much of the wall as needed, back
fill with “hardcore” to stabilise the bank and rebuild.

Taking the lock gate cut requires a crane and the crane needs to get close to
the lock. There is no violable access via the tow path so access will have to be
across some fields. A survey tfeam were digging holes in the field fo check the
underlying soil while | was there. The access along the edge of the fields will
have to build it up to get the crane to the lock.

They do not plan to replace the gate
but just change the breast post.

They have also identified what looks like
a hollow area behind the opposite wall
which will need to be inspected and
possibly fixed.

One observation | made was that any
work like this seems to need a multitude
of different teams as proved by the number of vans parked necrby. | counted
11. Was it like that when BW was in charge?

The current estimate is that the work will not be finished before the 30t May. Just

in time for Half Term. &0& ;ﬂ'_-’h

Well it certainly wasn't like that in National Trust days when | lived in the
cottage at lock 40. With the “Three Peters” as staff and Major Crick
Grundy as Manager, who split his fime between the canal and
Packwood House, they'd be spoilt with so many vehicles - just a couple
of elderly Land Rovers. As the Wilmcote level rarely reached the weir
due to rat hole leakage, | remember the bottom paddle always
drained the lock and the leakage from the top gate helped, not
always successfully, to feed water to the lower level.

At one time the top gate hinge strap broke free, causing the gate to
be inoperative. After strapping back the gate in the open position |
dropped in the stop planks to await the Peters. | did allow one boat
through using the planks as a top gatel The hinge was rapidly repaired
and traffic was moving the next day. Ed




This Winter on the South Stratford with CRT

T Nick Nicholson

he CRT volunteers haven't had a massive involvement with the South
Stratford this winter, being busy on the Grand Union and Oxford canals
in the main. We have assisted the full time staff with some winter PPM's
and maintenance jobs. Notably, Ralph Gaskin and his vaolunteer
carpenters have made several oak paddle stands to replace rotten
ones which were close to failing. These, fogether with new paddie gear,
are appearing at a variety of locks as | write. Also four new gate beams
have been delivered recently which Dan Allen’s team will be fitting. The
volunteers have removed gate and the worst of the lock wall
vegetation from lock 21 up fo lock 2.
Over the last week, the volunteers have lcoked at over 30 nofifications
from the length inspectors. The majority concerned vegetation and
have been completed. Several involve fowpath surface problems or
exposed tie rods and the volunteers will finish all these over the next
month or so. Those involving renewal or reattaching non slip material are
also nearly complete,
Two, more major, problems are also nearer resolution. The towpath
sippage between Bishopton and One Elm lock (Birmingham Road) has
been in the hands of the lawyers for the various parties for some time,
but it is hoped that repairs will start later this year. Lock 40 at Wilmcote
requires the rebuilding of a whole bottom end quadrant as the quoin
has moved significantly and the botfom gafe is inoperable. This is due to
erosion of the very soft Wilmcote stone which makes up the original
foundations. CRT main contractor, Keir, are now installing an access
road and clearing vegetation for their heavy machinery. The woark is
scheduled for completion by the end of May.
Finally, the Pennine Princess, moored in Bancroft Basin should be much
more available as a welcome station this year. Tim Winnett has
gathered together a team of volunteers who will staff the Princess and
act as meet and greeters, and, if
enough people are available, act as
voluntary lock keepers for the first few
locks. It is hoped that a new mooring
will be available in the basin to
increase contact with Stratford visitors.

Nick .

An earlier SonACS work party, rebuilding
the canal wall between locks 23 and 24.




AMUSICAL{SENSIDE/ADVENTURE!

AT BRIDGE HOUSE

ALONGSIDE LOCK 2, STRATFORD CANAL
ON TUESDAY 19th AUGUST
AT 7.pm

AMPLE PARKING _ MOORING ON THE TOWPATH
ENTLRY BY COLLECTION

Jointly sponsored by Clive and Helen Henderson
and The Stratford Canal Society




Scenes from the Society's [llustrious Past

While looking through

the files of the Stratford
Canal and SonACS
activities for a front
cover photo for this
issue | found these,
which | thought might
stir somme memories for
some of our "more
mature"” members.

Evening BBQ at the
Bancroft Basin in Strafford,
July 1993 celebrating

s

The Society meets for a gathering The display and sales table shelters from the
at Preston Baggot for a meal at the sun aboard the Society's ex-LMS Railway
Haven Tearooms boat Manchuria

. i ]

A great turnout
of members
boats tied in the
Bancroft
Gardens,
Stratford



The Starn End

Maybe not so much of the Starn End of the Newsletter but possibly
more of a Starn End of an era for me. After finding it more and more
difficult to manage locks, climbing lock ladders, disillusioned with
passing increasing lines of poorly maintained live-aboard boats, not to
mention the spiraling costs of boat ownership | have reluctantly
decided fo put "Foreward" up for sale after owning and enjoying her
for 35 years. | started my interest in waterways way back in the 50's
while hiring canoes on the River Wey as a scout but | shall of course stay
involved with SonACS and with Centenary, the charity youth boat with
which | have been involved for over forty years. o@M@

Just blacked
and surveyed

?J\Y BOWER

42 years of personal service

BOAT TRANSPORT & CRANAGE

NARROWBOATS + BARGES + CRUISERS

ENGLAND & EUROPE UP TO 70 FT & 50 TONNES
=== For a quote call Ray at anytime PRITH=

VISA Mt
S— 07860 729522
@ OFFICE 01840770124 AHP\

ray.bowern@gmail.com www.bargemovers.com

@D



The Stratford-upon-Avon Canal Society

COMMITTEE

Chairman

John Philps

Cruck Cottage, 4 Old School Lane
Wilmcote

STRATFORD ON AVON CWV37 9UI
01789 290525
john.philps@btinternet.com

Secretary

Steve Burt

6 Peartree Close
SOLIHULL B0 1LP
0121 244 8439
steve@3mph.co.uk

Treasurer

Helen Henderson

The Bridge House, Church Lane,
Lapworth,

SOLIHULL B94 5MU

01564 783472

Helen.hendersonl @outlook.com

Membership Secretary

Jill Philps

Cruck Cottage, 4 Old School Lane
Wilmcote

STRATFORD ON AVON CV37 UZ
01789 290525

jill.ghilps@btinternet

Programme Secretary
Alasdair Lawrance

Waterside House, Wharf Lane,
Lapworth,

SOLIHULL B94 5MR

01564 783766

alawrancel@me.com

Newsletter Editor

Dusty Miller

3 Furze Hill, London Road,
SHIPSTON ON STOUR
CV3é 4EP

01608 661274

07976 755732
brassokid@gmail.com

Clive Henderson

The Bridge House, Church Lane
Lapworth,

SOLIHULL B94 5NU

01564 783672

07834 523118
Clive.henderson3@btinternet.com

Mike Bleby

Lilac Cottage, Old Warwick Road
Lapworth

SOLIHULL B94 6AP

Steve Hayes

31 Western Hill Close
Astwood Bank
Redditch

B96 &BY

Please send items for the Newslefter
to The Editor by e-mail or post.
Thank you.

Society Web Site

www strafordcanalsociety.org.uk
Web Master

Mick Jeffs
mick2é3@hotmail.co.uk

@D



SWALLOW CRUISERS

At bridge 27 on the Stratford Canal
CHANDLERY NOW OPEN

for all your

NARROWBOAT AND CRUISER
EQUIPMENT

REPAIRS AND
ALTERATIONS
BSS WORK
CRANEAGE
mn BLACKING
WELDING

Hard standing available

Most makes of Inboard and Outboard engine
Serviced and repaired + Call-out Service

COAL + DIESEL + CALOR GAS
ELSAN DISPOSAL + PUMPOUT

Open Monday-Friday 08.30-16.30 Saturday 08.30-12.30
Closed Sunday

Wharf Lane Lapworth Solihull
West Midlands B94 5NR
Telephone 01564 783442

Visit our website www.bridge27.co.uk

Proudly printed in England by KMS Litho, Hook Norton, 01608 737640




